The Problems and Solutions for Validating and Evaluating 
Chinese College Applications in the USA. 

What do American college admissions deans value in their prospective students?  What qualities are they looking for to live and study on their unique college and university campuses?  How do they measure American students’ character, values, motivation, intellectual curiosity, leadership, talents, and special contributions that the student will bring to their college?   How do the admissions deans measure these values from students of another culture, so different than their own?  Come to this session to learn, comment, and question how American admissions deans solve the problems of validating and evaluating Chinese college applications.

What are American College Admissions Deans looking for in Chinese Applicants and how do they measure those qualities?

a) Academic strength: measured by
1. rigor of curriculum: English courses, math, science, writing

2. grades: measured by end of year grades last four years of secondary school

3. standardized testing: SATs, APs, A-levels, IB

4. proficiency in English: measured by TOEFL or IELTS
b) Character: measured by

             l. choices made for free time:

a) sports, music, theatre, literature, journalism, debate, work, home responsibilities, service to others

                  2. writing to express what student learns from choices they make when they 

                       are outside the classroom.     How well they write.

What colleges are not looking for:

a) a list of ratings, prizes, certificates

b) more pieces of paper than requested, i.e. stacks of certificates, 
c) prizes and grades do not measure character.  What students learn from their achievement in top grades and certificates and prizes and how they express it in written English is what measures character.

Why Character?
Building a community of diverse students to include: Diversity in gender, race, nationality, thinking, liberal or conservative, special talents in the arts, leadership areas.

Our education system is one of classroom discussion, thought, debate, questioning, and writing essays rather than standardized testing.  American colleges believe that students learn from each other as much ore more than they learn from the classroom.  They seek a college community which is rich in diversity. 

Problems in evaluating Chinese students:
They don’t send the measures the colleges choose from

Tests, even TOEFL and IELTS doesn’t measure speaking and listening sufficiently

Teachers write the same recommendation, always superb, for all of their students.

Major fraud from a middle man (business, start up company, agent) on transcript, writing applications and essays for the student.

Solutions:

English proficiency: interview in China though alums, or traveling admissions directors Smith College: email a one page essayChinese professors on faculty set up a competition in math or English 
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